
October 16, 2014 
When Dogs Chase Cars 

Almost every neighborhood has at least one. Some have a small pack of them. They 
are the mindless yapping dogs that roam freely, and when they see a car coming 
they start chasing it, yapping  all the way, while the driver of the car either doesn’t 
notice at all, or is doing all they can to avoid running over that stupid animal that is 
obviously loved by someone who feeds it but who doesn’t bother to keep it safely on 
a leash.  

After the car gets away, the dog struts around all proud and such as if “I showed that 
one!”  When in truth, it was lucky to not have been hit, run over or worse.  

Every once in awhile, that dog succeeds in bringing a vehicle to a slowdown or a 
complete stop.  It’s not because the dog is so fierce, but because it is so stupid, the 
driver is concerned for it’s safety.  

The dog, however, thinks it has everyone fooled into thinking it’s all powerful.  

Reading the latest lavishly embellished accounts from Melissa Merrick-Brady on Real 
Indianz website, I am reminded of that yapping dog syndrome. 

She again relives and grossly exaggerates the meeting held in 2013 where Heitkamp 
and Cramer and their staff were present on the rez to discuss several issues.  

Cramer was well aware of the corruption in tribal court on Spirit Lake.  He was also 
well-aware of the corruption of the Tribal Council, and how women and children were 
in direct danger as a result of that corruption.  He was also aware of the major flaws 
in VAWA that was recently passed (which he voted for, despite the major flaws and 
loopholes that it contained, that would essentially leave victims of violence on the rez 
with only the corrupt tribal court as their avenue of recourse) and he was frustrated by 
it.  

He made a comment about wanting ‘wring some necks and throw someone against 
the wall’ in reference to the rampant unchecked abuses of women and children on 
the rez.  

This is where Ms. Melissa became the heroine of her own melodrama.  Melissa was 
the unqualified and corrupt Director of Victim’s Assistance on SLN at the time. She 
was widely known for her disdain for victims and for helping herself to the emergency 
credit cards (“I’m a victim of abuse too, so I am entitled to use these cards,”) to pay 
for her shopping and her utility bills.  

There are several cases of how she herself abused clients by putting them in even 
greater danger.  Case in point: The Wife of a BIA cop was badly beaten up by him 
(and not for the first time). She was hospitalized. She sought help at Victim’s 
Assistance in order to escape the danger.  Melissa, (and the whole tribe for that 
matter) knew the same BIA agent was having an affair with one of the staff on 



Restless Spirit  
16 October 2014                                                                                Page 2 of 7 
 
 

Victim’s Assistance, and in fact, that staffer was about 8 months pregnant with his 
child at the time.  Melissa assigned the wife to that staffer.  Of course, the BIA Cop 
was told by his mistress that the complaint had been filed against him and he beat 
her up again.  There was never a dime of assistance that went to the wife, nor even 
transportation to the hospital given by Melissa and her staffer.    

As a fact, after the woman was beaten up again, Melissa lied and said that it was 
because the wife herself, had told the husband she had reported him.  

Yes, that is how Melissa ran Victim’s Assistance the entire time she was at the helm. 
But, because she had a position, she also had political standing and that made her 
and Heidi Heitkamp best of buddies.  

Recently, the Tribal Council, so corrupt that three of it’s members were ousted within 
two weeks of one another in the past 30 days, in it’s infinite wisdom, chose Melissa 
as the new Director of Tribal Social Services.  Given that she has none of the pre 
requisites for either Victim’s Assistance nor Tribal Social Services, it can only be 
attributed to her political connections to Senator Heitkamp as well as whomever she 
bedded to get the Victim’s Assistance Directorship in the first place.  Honestly, I can 
see no qualifications, no degrees, nothing that would qualify her so I am left with the 
only option.  

Recently, when she attended a conference of Social Workers from other tribes, she 
was booed and laughed at for her nonsensical talking points.  Her crap will not fly 
among those who do have the prerequisite qualifications and degrees.  

As a note here: Prior to the ouster of the Chairman and the abrupt resignation of the 
two Tribal Councilors who were having an affair and robbing the tribe blind, they had 
appointed disgraced and disbarred former attorney Monty Stensland as their new 
Chief Judge for Tribal Court. Monty got caught forging documents of his clients so he 
was a bad boy. He should have actually done prison time, but disbarment was the 
only real penalty he received.  

When confronted with the facts of Mr. Stensland’s record at the subcommittee 
hearing in Washington, DC, then Chairman McDonald said that they really had not 
checked his qualifications prior to hiring him. He later said that the tribe never hired 
him.  That’s the typical way these very crucial jobs are handed out. To friends. Pals, 
and to whatever.  

Note: Stensland was then replaced by Billy Dean Cavenaugh who is even more 
worthless and less qualified but he’s an Indian, and he has strong political ties to the 
corrupt forces that are strangling the life out of that tribe, so no questions asked.  

Well, after the meeting in 2013 with the Senator, Congressman Cramer and their 
staff, Melissa Merrick went into what I call the Road Show, where she would tell and 
retell the tale, exaggerating more and more each time, and then she would glide like 
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a feather down to her fainting couch, and be surrounded by sycophantic supporters 
who would throw mean looks in the general direction of Congressman Cramer.  

If you read her whole screed, you will see she has added so many fabrications, and 
instead of the general direction of Cramer’s anger towards the corruption and that no 
one is really safe on the rez because of it, she has now turned it like a thousand 
arrows, aimed directly at her, personally!  

The conversation/dialogue she describes never took place. Read that again. It never 
took place. Her then stating that  “After I spoke, Cramer began what turned out to 
be roughly 20 minutes verbal attacks directed at me and meant for all Native 
people.”  !--- Pure horseshit.  

The imagery of her being ‘verbally abused’ by Cramer is ludicrous.  She adds in that 
another native woman was starting to ‘tear up’ she was so offended… didn’t happen. 
And then that flourishing finale she describes of Cramer ‘grabbing a native woman 
without her consent, and telling her “I love you!” is comical and disgusting.  

But she needs to lie, to exaggerate and to make herself the victim to justify her 
mindless attacks on Cramer, that are purely politically motivated and nothing else.  
Just like she justified using the emergency credit cards that were intended for REAL 
VICTIMS of abuse, for her own personal use, by claiming she was a victim.  

She’s now spreading this roadshow tour throughout FaceBook in an attempt to 
unseat Cramer in the upcoming election.  She doesn’t want a congressman that 
actually cars about the core issues of corruption and injustice both on and off the rez 
that affect Indian People.  She wants someone like Heitkamp that will shovel 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, right down that same corrupt commode, over and 
over again.  

Cramer is not a threat to Indian People, he is a threat to the corrupt, at all levels of 
government, from Tribal Councils to BIA and FBI, where they have abused and 
mistreated Indian People and most of all, the Children.  

Heitkamp has never once called for Justice or Investigations into the corruption and 
crimes against children on the rez.  Cramer has called hearings to delve into that no-
man’s land, and for that, he is considered an enemy of the corrupt, and that includes 
Ms. Merrick-Brady, and those who side with her.  

Strangely enough, one of her biggest supporters on FaceBook and elsewhere, I am 
sure, is Monty Stensland. Go figure!  For a history on Mr. Stensland’s notorious bad 
behavior, read the numerous complaints against him here.   

For those reading printer version, copy and paste this to your browser search bar: 

http://www.ndcourts.gov/search/lawyerquery.idq?CiScope=%2F&CiRestriction=Monty+near+
Stensland&TemplateName=lawyerquery&HTMLQueryForm=%2Fcourt%2Flawyers%2F0491
0.htm&vTitle=Monty+Jay+Stensland&vBarID=04910 
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For those reading the mindless, myriad of attacks on Kevin Cramer on his FB Page  
feel free to post and repost the links to Mr. Stensland’s proven scandalous record just 
to keep the posts “fair and balanced”. Facts have a way of tipping the balance, so 
expect even more fury from the yapping dogs that follow Ms. Merrick-Brady’s smear 
campaign.  

There are mindless attacks on Cramer, going around on the comments. One moron 
spouted off that Cramer had not even visited the rez since the 2013 meeting. That is 
true. He can only come if he is invited.  

There were conferences scheduled there and Ms. Merrick saw to it that he was 
disinvited and not allowed to attend. Now, they all want to yap about how he has not 
been there.  Either they don’t know how these things work, or they think no one will 
call them on their BS rampage. It’s a tactic employed by those who want to deceive 
and they do that because they know they have nothing legitimate to bitch about. So 
they ‘create’ a scenario, deny him access and then decry that he has not been there.  

Melissa has portrayed, in the most melodramatic terms, a false, libelous description 
of events that never occurred in order to smear Kevin Cramer.  

That same woman, at the Congressional Subcommittee Hearings last summer, could 
not answer a single question regarding what either Victims Assistance Program or 
Tribal Social Services needed or even how they functioned.  

Keep in mind, Tribal Social Services was so corrupt that they saw their mission was 
to keep children who were being horribly abused, OUT of Foster Care and to remain 
with their abusers. (That’s the Casey Family Programs Policy that they follow, despite 
the hundreds, perhaps thousands of deaths it leads to every single year, for decades 
now) .  Most notably was when the children of a man who was under investigation by 
the FBI for raping, sodomizing and torturing his children was being supported in 
Tribal Court by Tribal Social Services in order to regain his children until he went to 
trial because “He’s not found guilty yet.”  

The Foster Parents of those children at their own expense hired an attorney to 
protect the children.  The man did go to prison. But the Children were removed from 
the only safe home they had ever known by the vindictive Director of Tribal Social 
Services, Paul Hutchinson, who was dismissed after complaints were filed with the 
Board of Social Workers in ND, (not by the tribal council, but by those who were 
seeking to protect those children). The Director was removed, and the children to this 
day, remain in an unfit foster home, where there is drug dealing and continued 
abuse, this under the Directorship of Ms Merrick-Brady.  

You see, it is the policy that these programs are run by the corrupt. There are millions 
of dollars that go into these programs and it becomes a source of enrichment for the 
corrupt who fill their own pockets with no worries of investigations or arrests.   
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Anyone starts to look too close, ask too many questions, is considered a threat. Ms 
Merrick-Brady sees that kind of threat in Kevin Cramer, and she is on a mission to 
smear him with lies on a campaign level that is mind-boggling.   

What I find seriously odd in all the FB comments, especially from Mr. Stensland, is 
that they appear to be either defending the corruption in the BIA or acting as if there 
is no corruption in the BIA.  Clearly, the corruption in the BIA exists, and that is how 
most of these abuses, child rapes etc, are allowed to continue on SLN and of course, 
every other reservation that they preside over.  You can’t solve the problem of 
injustice by pretending it’s ok, (or ‘everyone is doing it everywhere so don’t look here’) 
or that it doesn’t exist.  We need problem solvers, not problem deniers.  

Remember: It was the BIA “Strike Force” that took over Tribal Social Services and the 
first thing they did was spend 14 hrs a day for weeks on end, shredding files on Spirit 
Lake. Now, again, tell me how that’s a bunch of hard working individuals interested in 
helping those who have been victimized by abusers?  

Cramer never attacked Melissa, never threatened her, never went on a rampage 
about her… in fact, he apologized for even saying in general, that he felt like wringing 
necks of those who are hurting the children and terrorizing the women, because his 
remarks were ‘misunderstood’ by the ever so dramatic Melissa.   

Only and incredibly stupid person or an entirely corrupt person could have 
deliberately missed the point and now made it their road show.   

Keep in mind, the people supporting Melissa Merrick-Brady are themselves among 
the most corrupt. Monty Stensland is the least of them. Heitkamp was a State 
Attorney General from 1993-2001, and she never once dealt with the abuses of 
children on Tribal Lands. Unless of course, you want to believe that as the Top Law 
Dog in ND, she never heard of any child abuse, child rape or child trafficking on any 
of the reservations?  

To this DAY, Senator Heitkamp has not demanded any investigations, into or about, 
child abuse and child rape or Human Trafficking on the rez.  In fact, when Betty Jo 
Krenz went to Washington, DC to meet with her in her office, (she made an 
appointment), Heidi said “Hi”, shook her hand, and told her that her staffer would be 
taking care of things and exited the office like a whirlwind. 
She.Doesn’t.Want.To.Hear.About.It.  

Heitkamp and Merrick-Brady are best buds. They photo op together, brunch and 
lunch together… you know, what bff’s do.  

Hire The Corrupt 

Worth noting here, that the corruption on SLN has continued, unabated, despite the 
energetic efforts by the tribal members to oust the incompetent and the corrupt. The 
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corruption is supported by a network much higher up and more wide-spread than just 
that tiny reservation. It could not carry on any other way.  

Because there are millions of dollars that go into the tribe with little or no accounting 
as to whether that money even touches those it’s supposed to help, it has become a 
watering hole of sorts, where the bullies, the abusers, the corrupt all gather to both 
indulge themselves and prevent others from getting near.  

Case in point: A few months ago there was a huge meth bust on the rez. Sally Alberts 
house was raided. SWAT came out and took down her house and the two Black Men 
who were armed, hiding in the back room. They were all arrested.  They dismantled 
the lab, and that left Sally Alberts with no way to make a living.  

A few days later, as there were changes to the Elderly program and those seeking 
help and loans had to fill out a form to qualify, and those forms had to be approved, 
guess who got the job of approving those forms? Sally Alberts!   

Challenging Corruption 

Are people upset? Yes. Can they do anything about it? Not as long as the corrupt are 
invincible both on that Tribal Council, in those departments, running those programs 
and in our political spectrum including the BIA and FBI as well as those who say that 
we should not ‘say bad things about what’s going on at SLN until we have cleaned up 
the corruption on all the reservations first,’.  

Think about that concept for a moment: “Don’t even start to clean up the corruption 
and child abuse that you know is rampant on SLN until you first clean it up on all the 
other reservations.” 

In other words: “Don’t arrest any criminals until you have arrested all the other 
criminals first.“  

Considering how unhelpful Heitkamp and her song and dance team of yapping dogs 
raising a ruckus every time someone dares to come near to the network of abuse and 
corruption, how likely is it that anything will ever get done if we don’t find and elect 
people of integrity and courage to take up the challenge?  

We are not electing people to keep things just the way they are; we are electing them 
to fix the problems and make this a better, safer society for all of us.  That won’t 
happen over night, but it will happen if we support those who fight the good fight.  
You know who one of them is, there’s a pack of yapping dogs trying to drown out his 
message on FaceBook right now. 

I am a Democrat. I am a foaming at the mouth die hard Democrat. But in this case, I 
am supporting the one person I have seen actually take action and move against the 
corruption and abuse. Cramer is the one person that cares about the children and 
yes, about all children and he knows that the corruption on the rez, as it exists today, 
makes no man, woman or child safer.  He dared so speak it. That took courage.  
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If I lived in North Dakota, I’d vote for courage and Integrity, regardless of party.  

Those of you who buy Melissa Merrick-Brady’s-go-round, you’re being lied to by a 
con artist. The woman has done nothing for any victim on SLN. She has taken funds 
intended for the victims for her own personal use and she has denied safety & rescue 
to those who have come to her seeking help.  She is no one’s rescuer. She’s a fraud.  

 

She’s also playing Poor-Indian-Woman-Victim-to-big-Bad-White-Man and is using all 
the buzzwords her friends in high places help her script. No lie too big to come out of 
her mouth.  

She was laughed out of the conference of Social Workers right there in Indian 
Country where standards are very, very minimal.  She could not answer a single 
question about her job at the Congressional Subcommittee hearing.  

She sent a badly battered woman to the mistress of the husband that beat her almost 
to death, and then blamed her for him ‘finding out’ that she had filed a report.   

Merrick has no integrity and frankly, she should be investigated for corruption and the 
abuse of victims herself.   

Please, don’t make me write another one of these. Learn the facts. If you want to help 
the children, protect women, you have to vote for the man who has already shown 
courage and integrity and who is now being shelled by those who want to keep the 
corruption out of sight, out of mind, and flourishing as it always has.  

There is FaceBook, and then there are FACTS. Know the difference.  

In all of this, the one person I am the most disappointed in is Monty Stensland. His 
fall from Grace was breathtaking. That he has the nerve to now support and stand 
with Melissa Merrick-Brady, tells me just how far he has fallen. There was a time, 20 
years ago, when she would be one of the people he would have prosecuted.  I guess 
he decided he couldn’t lick ‘em, so he joined ‘em.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 

 


